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YWCA of Minneapolis announces $2 million gift from the  
Cargill Foundation in support of Early Childhood Education 

Gift will strengthen local programs and help the YWCA of Minneapolis 
increase access to quality early childhood education 

 
MINNEAPOLIS — August 18, 2014—The YWCA of Minneapolis today announced that 
it has received a $2 million gift from the Cargill Foundation in support of its Early 
Childhood Education programs and The Power to Soar—a $20 million comprehensive 
campaign to help the YWCA of Minneapolis reach more individuals with its life-changing 
programs and increase the impact of its work. In recognition of the gift, the YWCA of 
Minneapolis Children’s Center at Downtown will be renamed the Cargill Early Learning 
Center.  
 
“The Cargill Foundation’s mission is to prepare the next generation for success in 
school, work and life,” said Scott Portnoy, President of the Cargill Foundation. “We are 
committed to funding programs that close the achievement gap and improve early 
childhood education. The YWCA of Minneapolis is a national leader in rigorous, 
curriculum-driven early childhood education programs and many of our own Cargill 
employees are beneficiaries of the YWCA’s programs and services here in the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area.” 
 
With seven locations, the YWCA of Minneapolis is the largest, nonprofit provider of 
nationally accredited childcare in Minnesota. Consistently, over 90 percent of children 
served by the YWCA of Minneapolis demonstrate age-appropriate development and 
meet rigorous school readiness indicators, compared with nearly 73 percent of their 
peers across Minnesota. The YWCA is one of ten programs across the country 
recognized with the Engaging Diverse Families award from the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), and is in the 8 percent of programs in the 
country that meet NAEYC accrediting standards, the most rigorous in the field. Last 
year, 73 percent of children enrolled in the Downtown Early Childhood Education Center 
were children of color and more than 50 percent of children lived in low-income 
households at or below the poverty level.  
 
Cargill has been a dedicated and transformative partner in the YWCA’s efforts to 
provide access to high quality education for the state’s youngest learners, said Becky 
Roloff, YWCA President and CEO. The Cargill Foundation understands how powerful 
the investment in early education is, and has a tremendous commitment to Minnesota’s 
children and families.   
 
Funds raised through The Power to Soar campaign will be dedicated to Early Childhood 
Education, Girls and Youth Programs, Health and Wellness, Racial Justice, Public 
Policy and to update and renovate YWCA facilities. Funds will also be used to expand 



the use and impact of the YWCA’s highly acclaimed Anti-bias Curriculum through a new 
training series and curriculum package to improve early childhood education across the 
nation. The campaign has raised $18.2 million in gifts and pledges and has secured $3 
million in Minnesota state capital grant funds. With plans for completion by December 
2014, the campaign is well on its way to fulfilling the aggressive goal and most 
ambitious in the YWCA’s history. 

About the Cargill Foundation 

The Cargill Foundation invests in organizations and programs that demonstrate 
leadership and effectiveness in helping socio-economically disadvantaged children 
(PreK-12) improve academic performance and reduce systemic barriers to adequate 
nutrition to improve their educational success. The specific outcomes for these grants 
are school readiness (for pre-kindergarten children), improved academic performance 
(for K-12 children) and narrowing the achievement gap in Minneapolis schools. The 
Foundation also helps enhance the vibrancy and quality of life in the Twin Cities by 
supporting a select group of preeminent arts, cultural and civic institutions. 

About the YWCA of Minneapolis 

The YWCA of Minneapolis is a nonprofit organization striving to eliminate racism, 
empower women and girls and promote peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all. The 
YWCA of Minneapolis has been a social change agent since 1891 and is a community 
leader in early childhood education, youth development and health and fitness. For 
more information about the YWCA of Minneapolis, visit www.ywcampls.org. 
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