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In 2012, Bereket and his wife arrived in Minnesota from 
Ethiopia with a plan for a new future for their family. 
He would pursue a degree in software development. 
She would pursue a nursing degree. They would buy a 
home. They would give their children every opportunity 
to learn, grow and succeed. But after their son, Alen, 
was born, they realized the American education system 
was not all they had imagined. They found they couldn’t 
afford decent child care or preschool. Their only option 
seemed to be stalling their plans for degrees, quitting 
school and working low-wage jobs until Alen entered 
kindergarten. They feared without preschool, Alen 
would start out behind his classmates and not adjust 
well to school. They were stuck.

But they were given a different option. Bereket was 
offered a scholarship for high-quality early childhood 
education for his son at YWCA Minneapolis. Because 
of this scholarship, Alen learned his numbers and ABCs. 
He developed language and social skills needed to 
succeed in a classroom setting. He was prepared for 
kindergarten and ready to thrive.

LEARN AND GROW SCHOLARSHIP FUND

THERE ARE TOO 
MANY FAMILIES ON 

THE WAITLIST FOR 
EARLY LEARNING 
SCHOLARSHIPS. 

You can help more 
children get access 
to high-quality early 
childhood education. 

Your philanthropic
investment can help 

close the opportunity gap 
and create widespread 
change in Minnesota.



Imagine a world 
where every child 
has an opportunity 
to thrive. 

It’s possible.



Opportunity Gap: 
The inequitable distribution 
of educational resources 
and opportunities.

Achievement Gap: 
The inequitable educational 
results and outcomes.





Early Childhood Education: Investing Early in Equity

Disparities start early and so do their consequences. By third grade, only 38.6 percent 
of students of color in Minnesota are meeting reading standards, compared to 
66.1 percent of their white counterparts. By the time students are in high school, 
the opportunity gap has taken a huge toll.1 High school graduation rates for students 
of color in Minnesota are grim: Minnesota ranks dead last in the nation for Latino 
students, 48th in the nation for African-American students, 46th for Asian-American 
students and 45th in the nation for Native American students.2 By investing in 
Minnesota’s children early, we can prepare young children for success and create a 
more equal footing from the start. We can change these statistics before they take root. 



FOR EVERY $1 INVESTED, $16 RETURNED 
The evidence is clear that high-quality early childhood 
education provides children with a foundation 
for the necessary social, emotional and cognitive 
skills to be successful throughout their life. The skills 
children gain in preschool have ongoing effects 
on school outcomes, health and parenting skills. 
Long-term effects continue to reduce costs to 
society through decreases in services, at-risk 
behaviors and higher productivity later in life.

Investment in our children consistently beats the 
7percent average return on investment delivered by 
the U.S. Stock Market. In study after study, economists 
have found that every one dollar invested in 
high-quality early learning yields a $16 return cost 
savings in education, human services and justice 
system savings, as well as increased tax revenue. 
We all win when we invest in the education 
of those with the least access.

REDEFINING THE OPPORTUNITY GAP
Educator and researcher Dr. Gloria Ladson-Billings 
redefined the opportunity gap as a historical, 
economic, sociopolitical and moral education 
debt owed to students of color in this country. 
“When we refuse to invest properly in the education 
of those with the least access, we see the results 
in our test scores and in every other measure of 
injustice in our society: poverty, employment, 
wealth accumulation, health disparity, exposure 
to violence and stress and so on.”3  

By creating access to quality early childhood 
education, we can begin to repay the education 
debt for students of color. 

1 Minnesota Compass. (2018). Third Grade Reading Scores. Retrieved from 
 www.mncompass.org. 
2 MPR News Staff. (2016, March 7). Minnesota’s graduation gap: By the 
 numbers. Retrieved from www.mprnews.org.
3 Ladson-Billings, Gloria. (2006, Oct.). From the Achievement Gap to the 
 Education Debt: Understanding Achievement in U.S. Schools.
4 Children’s Defense Fund – Minnesota. (2017). MINNESOTA KIDS COUNT  
 2017: Using Data to Turn Values into Child-Focused Policy. Retrieved from 
 www.datacenter.kidscount.org. 



We believe 
education is the 
foundation for 
lifelong success. 

And the earlier it begins, 
the better.



CREATING OPPORTUNITIES, OVERCOMING 
INEQUITIES FOR 125 YEARS
YWCA Minneapolis is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to eliminating racism and empowering 
women and girls. For more than 125 years, we 
have worked to create opportunities to overcome 
social injustice, particularly in matters of race and 
gender. Last year, YWCA Minneapolis served 
more than 30,000 people in our community 
through racial justice advocacy and training, 
early childhood education, girls and youth 
programming and health and wellness. 

YWCA Children’s Centers, which are 
accredited by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) and 
four-star Parent Aware rated, serve 650 children 
each year. We offer a whole-child learning 
approach that supports social, emotional, 
cognitive and physical development. Through 
our early childhood education programs, we 
work to eliminate educational disparities for 
children of color in our community. 

YWCA Minneapolis strives to make full-time, 
high-quality early childhood education 
accessible for families from all races, 
ethnicities, cultures and incomes, preparing 
children for success in school and life. 
We work to meet the needs of families living 
in low-income households, especially families 
of color and single mothers, who need child 
care support to maintain employment or 
pursue educational goals. 

ANTI-BIAS CURRICULUM: Creating a Sense of Belonging in School
YWCA Minneapolis has its own formula for academic success – one that embeds 
an anti-bias curriculum, which works to normalize diversity in the classroom. 
The goal is that children will feel a sense of belonging in school as they see their 
identities reflected in their teachers and classroom.

THE IMPACT IS CLEAR
Our work is closing the opportunity 
gap for children of color.

95%

Early success changes children’s futures. 
Based upon research, we expect our 
children to have higher reading scores 
by third grade, higher high school 
graduation rates, lower teen parenting 
rates and higher labor force participation. 

Access to high-quality early childhood 
education is a giant step toward overcoming 
barriers contributed to inequity in our state.

of children, infant through 
kindergarten, are on track 
with age-appropriate 
development

94% of preschoolers meet 
rigorous early learning 
standards for school 
readiness

66% of children are living in 
low-income households 
(52% living under the 
federal poverty line)

72% of children are 
children of color



YWCA Minneapolis Learn and Grow Scholarship Fund is the essential 
link that connects a child without access to early learning opportunities 
to YWCA Minneapolis Early Childhood Education. 

As recognition of YWCA’s high-quality child care and preschool 
grows, demand for scholarships also grow. Most of the time, if the 
child does not receive scholarship support, they will not be able 
to remain enrolled in the program, because tuition or the copay 
is out of their family’s financial reach.  

To support our families and encourage consistent access to our 
program, priority for scholarship funds is given to families who 
have children already enrolled in YWCA Children’s Centers.  

We need your help to award approximately 125 scholarships for
each of the next three years to help families provide consistent, 
quality early childhood education for their preschoolers.

ADDRESSING THE CHALLENGE OF AFFORDABILITY
All parents yearn for the best opportunities for their children, 
but cost is a significant barrier for working families who live 
close to the poverty line; they simply can’t afford the tuition 
of early childhood education. The State of Minnesota 
has two programs that provide funding for children’s 
early education, but the funding is partial and in some 
cases only available after 2-3 years on a waitlist.

4 MINNESOTA KIDS COUNT 2017: Using Data to Turn Values into 
 Child-Focused Policy, Children’s Defense Fund – Minnesota.

83%
OF FAMILIES 
who qualify for 
scholarships 
through the 
State of 
Minnesota don’t 
receive them due
to lack of funding.4

Amounts ranged from $2k-10k 
per preschooler, based on 
family’s financial situation. 

LAST YEAR, 
WE AWARDED

$237,315
IN SCHOLARSHIPS
TO PRESCHOOLERS 

AND THEIR FAMILIES



$

HERE’S WHERE YOU COME IN:
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Option 1: Named YWCA Minneapolis Learn and Grow Scholarship
A named YWCA Minneapolis Learn and Grow Scholarship is presented with your name, 
a family or group name or in honor of a special individual and provides access to quality 
early education programming for children and their families. With your three-year commitment 
of $4,000 or more per year, a scholarship will be awarded to one or more children as they 
enter the preschool years at YWCA. Your gift of scholarship is one answer to Minnesota’s 
opportunity gap to help a young child get ready for success in kindergarten and beyond.

Minimum Scholarship Amount:  
A commitment of $4,000 per year for three years is required. $12,000 total.

Funding Options:
Gifts can be made outright as cash, appreciated stock or through a multi-year pledge. 

Length of Distribution:
Assuming continued financial need, a child will retain their scholarship through preschool 
as long as they are enrolled at YWCA.

Selection of Recipient(s):
We select scholarship recipients based on a family’s gross income and household size. 
Scholarships are on a sliding scale, benchmarked against the federal poverty level. 

Stewardship:  
With the family permission, YWCA will share information and updates on a 
scholarship recipient’s progress through preschool. Other opportunities to connect 
with YWCA Minneapolis Early Childhood Education programs will be arranged 
through the Organizational Advancement department or by request.

Option 2: Make a Gift to the YWCA Minneapolis Learn and Grow Scholarship Fund
Your gift of any amount can directly help preschoolers and their families. Doing so furthers 
our reach to create scholarship support for our young students, equipping them to be prepared 
for success in school and beyond.

02

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT!
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation Challenge Grant
To encourage the Twin Cities community to invest in the next generation of Minnesotans, 
and to recognize the quality of YWCA Early Childhood Education programs, the 
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation has offered generous support in the form of a 
scholarship challenge grant. If YWCA raises $250,000 for Early Childhood Education, 
the Schulze Family Foundation will provide an additional $250,000. Through June 
2019, any gift through either option will go toward this challenge
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To learn more about the YWCA Minneapolis Learn and Grow Scholarship Fund, 
contact Amy Marret at 612-215-4166 or email amarret@ywcampls.org

Make your gift online today at ywcampls.org/grow

Even as a parent who loves my children unconditionally, 
I can’t provide all of the early education that is so critical 
for my children. I love and nurture my children, I read 
to my children and spend time with them, but I can’t 
give all of the attention that my children’s teachers 
can give them. YWCA Minneapolis has the structure 
and curriculum to make sure my children are learning 
and meeting their developmental milestones.”

Lalise Negassa
YWCA Early Childhood Education Parent

“

The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation 
understands that access to a high-quality 
early childhood program helps families 
build self-sufficiency while fostering the 
critical skills and growth that pre-k children 
need to be successful throughout their lives.  
YWCA Minneapolis achieves impressive 
outcomes in its early childhood programs, 
in a supportive, safe environment designed 
to help young children thrive. In issuing this 
challenge grant, we hope many others 
will step up and join us in this strategic 
investment in our children, our families
and our community.”

Mark C. Dienhart, PhD
President and CEO
The Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

“


