
Dear Community, 

This last year was one of great resilience and perseverance. It’s crucial for the lessons we learned 
during the pandemic to stay with us. People now understand how essential workers hold the 
fabric of our society together. The pandemic made us appreciate how critical quality child care is. 
It highlighted the need for health care for everyone. Most of all, it made apparent how 
interconnected and dependent we all are on one another. 

Among temporary shutdowns and other challenges due to the pandemic, we were not able to serve 
as many people across our programs as in previous years — but we were nimble and persistent. 
The public schools continued distance learning and we launched Learning Pods to support young 
people with the space and Wi-Fi to successfully participate. Our virtual group �tness classes were 
more popular than ever. We strived to counter the misinformation about the COVID-19 vaccine by 
hosting a panel of diverse experts who answered our community’s important questions. Racial
justice work stayed at the forefront of what we do — we hosted a forum on Black lived experiences, 
published our Anti-Bias Curriculum for the Preschool Classroom and continued our annual It’s Time 
to Talk: Forums on Race™ virtually. 

It’s incredible what we can do together. Every day, we are thankful for the energy and tender 
care our community pours into living our mission: volunteers who packed food kits for neighbors 
and facilitated dialogues about racial justice; teachers who fostered curiosity and acceptance in 
our early learning classrooms; youth who showed tenacity by showing up week after week for 
virtual afterschool programs; and �tness members who rejoined after a time away to rekindle 
their �tness and self-care routines. Our beloved YWCA Minneapolis community o�ers a 
mosaic of stories, experiences and wisdom — this diversity gives us the power to support 
each other and rise together through hardship. 

We are excited for the opportunities to come. Thank you for continuing to be a �erce champion 
of this important work. We’re so grateful to be in community with you. 

Rising Together: 
2020 - 2021 Community Report
Through equity-centered programs focused 
on racial justice, early learning, youth 
development and wellness, we served more 
than 15,000 people during the pandemic.
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YWCA Minneapolis President and CEO

Jeninne McGee, 
YWCA Minneapolis Board Chair

109
Early Childhood Education Girls & YouthRacial Justice & Public Policy Health & Wellness

87% 98% 900Racial Justice facilitators 
were trained to further 
conversations about race

of preschoolers met early 
learning standards for 
kindergarten-readiness 

�tness members 
were provided 
scholarships

of youth in our afterschool 
programs stated an intention 
to graduate high school 



Strong Fast Fit has been a valuable 
experience for my family. My kids 
have definitely gained more 
confidence. Both of them have 
been more active and have learned 
more about their culture. They now 
say, ‘I’m Native and I’m proud of 
it.’ Being around kids who are similar 
to them has made a difference. 
The fitness membership, swimming 
lessons and programming have all 
made a difference for us.”  
—Teanna, Parent

“

We have met some of our best 
family friends through YWCA 
— and those friendships have 
continued even after our 
children have grown. Our kids 
have needed child care throughout 
the pandemic. YWCA has been 
there for us, keeping our kids 
safe and cared for with 
very minimal interruption.” 
—Laura and Jiani, Parents 

“

Through the conversations 
that I have facilitated at the 
It’s Time to Talk: Forums on 
RaceTM annual event, I have 
learned that people are eager 
to learn and retain the skills 
that will equip them to do
racial justice work for the 
rest of their lives.” 
—Daniel, Facilitator 

“ ywcampls.org/2021report

In partnership with 
Children’s Minnesota, 
we held an educational 
COVID-19 vaccine webinar 
and held a 
vaccine clinic 
offering the 
vaccine 
to our 
community.

452 registrants and more 
than 50 ambassadors helped 

raise more than $27,000

Racial Justice & 
Public Policy

Early Childhood 
Education

Girls & Youth

To accommodate 
families’ needs during 
the pandemic, our Early 
Childhood Education 
Centers added part-time 
child care 
options and 
distance-
learning 
support.   

Health 
& Wellness 

During the pandemic, 
we opened a pop-up 

distribution center to 
provide food and 
hygiene supplies 

serving hundreds of 
families each week. 

We distributed 53,548 
food and grocery kits, 
11,648 hygiene kits, 
317 hot meals and 

7,100 home supply kits.   

In March 2021, I stepped 
inside YWCA Midtown for the 
first time in over a year since 
the pandemic began. It was so 
weird and so cathartic all at 
once. When I found one of my 
old favorite treadmills, I cried 
buckets for how liberating it 
was to have that feeling of 
sanctuary again.” 
—Ayanna, Fitness Member 

“

2,371 volunteers 
generously gave more 

than 7,000 hours 
of their time.

We graduated a second 
cohort of Eureka! 

participants and were 
able to gift them laptops. 

Two of our graduates are 
enrolling at the University 
of Minnesota’s College of 
Science and Engineering. 

1,016 people registered 
for the 18th annual It’s 
Time to Talk: Forums on 
Race™ and 463 people 
registered for It’s Time 
to Act!™ forum series. 
These events empower 
attendees to engage in 
conversations and actions 
around race, equity, faith 
and social justice issues.

Our Girls and Youth 
staff made 1,489 
check-in calls to 

youth. Conversations 
provided academic, 

social and emotional 
support and helped 

connect their families 
to resources.


	CR 2021 side 1
	Community Report side two

